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I N   F O C U S 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES, John German: 
 

As the New Year begins for the Sandhills 

Photography Club, I would like to recognize 

Past President Scott Duval and his board for 

the significant work accomplished during the 

past year. The club has found a new home 

and venue in the Bradshaw Auditorium at the 

O’Neal School. We have established a 

partnership with the O’Neal School that 

should continue to provide opportunities for 

the SPC both in community outreach as well as opportunities 

for exhibitions and exposure to the youth of the community 

through photography instruction. Scott will serve as liaison with 

the O’Neal School. On another front, Scott will continue to 

pursue a partnership with Sandhills Community College in 

continued development of the SPC website. 

 

I would like to welcome new members of the 2013 board. These 

are Marilyn Owen serving as secretary, Brenda Hiscott 

serving as vice president and programs chair, Janice Huff 

serving as publicity chair and Don Hiscott serving as 

competition chair. I would also include Ira Miller in this 

welcome although he had an early entry into his position as 

membership chair last year. I would like to thank the members 

of the 2012 board that have continued to serve on the new 

board. In particular, I would like to thank Alison Earl, our 

“expat” newsletter editor and Brady Smith our website 

administrator. Both provide very important services to the club 

because of their close association with the club. I look forward 

to working with our team for the next year. 

 

We do have some vacant positions that could serve as 

opportunities for other members of the SPC. We still need a 

workshop chairman. Bill Matthews should be congratulated by 

all members of SPC for his long and dedicated service as 

workshop chair (12 years). In addition, we need volunteers to 

do the spring and fall fieldtrips. In the recent past, these have 

been done by different individuals or couples. This is a good 

opportunity for newer members of the club to participate in the 

planning of a club activity. Most people have favorite places 

within traveling distance to our area and I would like to invite 

you to share these locations with the other club members by 

 

Continued next column  
 

Continued from previous column: 

 

heading up a field trip. Much of the investigation can be 

done on the internet with a trip to check out the 

restaurants and hotels in the destination city. These trips 

are paid for by the club (within budget of course). 

 

In closing, I urge each club member to volunteer for 

committees that they have an interest in and to 

participate in the various club activities. I hope 

everyone has a safe and happy holiday season. See you 

in the New Year. 

 

 

 

 

  

 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

NEXT MEETING 

 January 14th,  7pm,  THE O’NEAL SCHOOL 

Hunter Rudd,  

"WHERE WILL PHOTOGRAPHY GO NEXT?" 

 

BOARD MEETING 

 Thursday, January 17th, 2pm 

 

PROGRAMS 

 

 

COMPETITIONS 

 February:  PETS 

 

 

FIELD TRIPS 

 

 

WORKSHOPS 

 DELAYED – From Your Monitor to Club 

Projector, with Bill Matthews 
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Some HINTS from Bill Sheppard: 
 

Merry Christmas to you and yours from me and mine. 
 
Some places to think or plan on for this winter and the coming spring (it is never too early to start your plans): 

- in the Wilmington area you have Airlie Gardens, Greenfield Gardens, Orton Plantation, the BattleShip 
USS NORTH CAROLINA, Fort Fisher Museum, the Confederate Fort and Bunkers , the Ferries from Fort 
Fisher to Southport, the Large Aquarium, also the long rock ledge that goes way out into the sound, 
all  kind of shore and water birds to photograph 

- make plans now  for winter shots of boats on the water and tied up at the docks at 
Carolina Beach and other docking places around Wilmington and area . 
 

Good luck and good shooting!! I hope you enjoy these places as much as I do!         
Bill 

 

Photo by Al Reeder 

From Your Monitor to Club Projector - An Experiment in Calibration 

With Bill Matthews 

 

Due to a death in the family and changed travel plans, I am postponing 

 this workshop to a Saturday in February.  The exact date will be determined  

 soon after the college reopens in early January following their holiday break. 

9:30 to 11:00 am. 

Burlingame Room, Ball Visitors Center, Horticultural Center, Sandhills Community College 

 

The workshop will start with a brief review of photo competitions at SPC and the problems encountered (in terms of 

resolution and tonal reproduction), in the display of prints vs. projected slides and digital images.  This workshop will 

present initial results of the project to standardize the color and tonal calibration of the club projector, and later workshops 

will consider individual member’s equipment to minimize the difference between images displayed on a member’s 

monitor and projected on the club screen.  

To compare color in a monitor image with color in a projected image we need a measure of visual color difference.  A 

widely accepted industry standard, introduced in 1976, is ΔE* (Delta-E) where a ΔE* of 1 represents a just perceptible 

visual color difference. In the ensuing years the definition of this metric has been further refined and developed to 

improve its value for meaningful color comparison. I have an X-Rite i1Pro 2 spectrometer and software to measure and 

analyze ΔE* in monitors and projectors.   The very best (and very expensive!) display equipment is capable of ΔE* close 

to 1. Good monitors and projectors after calibration can offer acceptable performance in the 2 to 6 range. Initial 

measurements on our club projector fall close to this range. 

The well known 24 patch Macbeth Color Checker chart will be used as the color reference and the results will be 

presented as a comparison of ΔE* values, monitor vs. projector, for each patch, before and after calibration.  And in 

addition to the chart, a sample photo will be included in the before and after comparison. 

We will also be concerned with tonal reproduction. Although color reproduction is obviously important to us, tonal 

resolution, especially in the shadow and highlight areas, is perhaps even more important.  In a dark room a projected 

image with technically significant color errors might be readily accepted by viewers (who do not know what the colors 

should be), but blocked shadows or clipped highlights would be readily apparent.   
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2013 SPC Board 

President John German 

Vice President Brenda Hiscott 

Secretary Marilyn Owen 

Treasurer Dave Powers 

Past President Scott Duval 

Programs Brenda Hiscott 

Competition Don Hiscott 

Exhibitions Tom Reedy 

New Member Dev. Debra Regula 

Hospitality Bill Sheppard 

Publicity Janice Huff 

Workshops Open  

Technical Consultant Bill Matthews 

Newsletter Alison Earl 

Historian/Web Links Linda Piechota 

PSA Rep Jill Margeson 

Membership Ira Miller 

Website Brady Smith 

Club Photographer Al Reeder 

Field Trips Open  

Project Committees 

Wildlife Focus Group Tom Reedy 

Strategic Planning Scott Duval 

O’Neal School Liaison Scott Duval 

Membership News:  Judy Nappi 
 

No new members were added to the roster in 
December.   Membership remains at 136.   
  

Have a safe and happy holiday, and see you next 
year!   

 
PROGRAMS, Brenda Hiscott 
 

We’re pleased to have Hunter Rudd present our 

program at the January meeting, on Monday, 

January 14
th
. 

Hunter is a Club member and has been a valuable 

resource to many of our members. He will present 

a program on the future of photography. As we 

all know technical improvements come faster 

than a blink of the eye.  

I know we will all benefit from knowing what’s 

ahead of us. 

 

More about Hunter at the meeting.  

 
 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT; Dave Powers 
 

CHECKING ACCOUNT 

STARTING BALANCE  (10/31/12) $4406.49 
 

EXPENSES $26.50 

COMPETITION-JUDGES DINNER  $26.50 
 

RECEIPTS $2392.04 

DUES RENEWAL $1145.00 

CHRISTMAS DINNER RESV. $1247.00 

INTEREST $.04 
 

ENDING BALANCE  11/30/2012 $6772.03 

 

SAVINGS ACCOUNT  

STARTING BALANCE $3380.30 
 

RECEIPTS  (INTEREST) $.11 
 

ENDING BALANCE 11/30/2012 $3380.41 

Competitions, Don Hiscott 
 
Our February competition is “PETS”. We’re 

looking forward to lots of exciting entries. 

 

The subject must be a household pet; not necessarily 

a dog or a cat….maybe a bird, fish or other pet. It 

could be an action shot or a portrait. The judge will 

be looking for a story or something that brings out 

personality of the pet. Of course the subject does not 

have to be your pet, although it must be a household 

pet. Have fun and good luck. 
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Exhibition Plans for 2013, Tom Reedy  wreedy1@nc.rr.com 
 

Exhibitions are very important to our growth as photographers.  Competitions encourage us to select a scene and express 

its truth and beauty to club members.  With competitions we have a specific subject and defined boundaries to keep the 

playing field level for all members.  Exhibitions encourage us to interpret a scene and convey both mood and message to 

the viewers of the image.  There are no boundaries except our own creativity. 
 

As of now the exhibitions for 2013 by the club or its members include: 

 

Name Club or Members Venue Date 

Out of Africa Gary Magee, Jim Smith Eye Candy Gallery February 

Double Takes Club Eye Candy Gallery March/April 

The O’Neal Way O’Neal Students/Club O’Neal Campus March/April 

Photography As Art Club Campbell House September 

 

Please read below for an overview of the three club exhibitions. 

 

I am looking for some assistance with the Campbell House exhibition scheduled in September.  Please contact me if you 

would like to help with this most important opportunity for the Sandhills Photography Club.  I also welcome any 

assistance with the other two exhibitions as described below. 

 

Overview 

1. “Double Takes” with the Eye Candy Gallery in Southern Pines 

This exhibition is a part of the Palustris Festival and was initiated in 2012.  We submit about 200 photos to the Eye 

Candy Gallery.  Then local artists select about 60 photos that they paint.  In March the photos and the artwork are 

displayed side by side.  The exhibition was popular in 2012 with many people coming to see it.  It was successful as 

the Gallery sold several paintings and photos.  The gallery receives 50% of the photo selling price and the 

photographer receives the other 50%.  The photos for the 2013 exhibition have all been submitted and the local artists 

are in the selection process.  In February we plan to conduct a workshop on “Displaying your Exhibition 

Photography” for this Double Takes exhibition.   

 

2. “The O’Neal Way” with the O’Neal School 

Recently we have partnered with the O’Neal School to help them increase the photographic skills of selected students.  

We are currently discussing an exhibition entitled “The O’Neal Way,” which will depict student life at O’Neal.  The 

exhibition will be developed mainly by the students with help from members of the photography club.  The target date 

is late March or early April to coincide with their spring play.  Jim Smith is helping me with this exhibition.  Please 

let me know if you would also like to help.  I believe it is a good developmental opportunity both for the O’Neal 

community and for the Sandhills Photography Club. 

 

3. “Photography As Art” with the Campbell House in September 

This is an important exhibition that gives us the opportunity to display our photographic artwork in a most prestigious 

environment.  We will have the two front rooms of the Campbell House and will be able to display about 80 to 90 

photographs.  Although we do not have SPC board final approval as yet, our intent is to display traditional forms of 

photographic art similar to our club competitions and also photographic art that is beyond what we do with our club.  

This extended artwork could include multiple exposures, photomontage, solarization, digital art, high dynamic range 

(HDR), infrared, abstracts and other photographic art forms.  We hope to have artwork in both color and black and 

white.  We plan to conduct a workshop in early spring that examines how to move photography from a “photo-

realism” art form to true creative interpretation or expression. 

 

I am looking for help both with the development of a workshop that focuses on photography as art and also with the 

planning and logistics of the exhibition itself.  Please let me know if you would like to help. 

 

The “Double Takes” and “Photography As Art” exhibitions provide us with an opportunity to stretch and grow as 

photographers.  Club competitions tend to restrict our creative expression, but the exhibitions should encourage it.  A 

good set of questions that you may wish to ask and answer as you prepare for an exhibition include: 

1. What am I most passionate about? 

mailto:wreedy1@nc.rr.com
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2. Why do I want to exhibit my artwork? 

3. What is the essence of creative photography? 

4. What do I want to say with my exhibition? 

5. Does my artwork produce emotion or create a mood? 

6. Is my artwork more than a picture of objects? 

7. Do I know what the final version of my artwork should be? 

8. Should I choose color or black and white for my artwork? 

I appreciate your thoughts on these exhibitions as well as suggestions for other exhibitions in 2013. 

 

Let’s have some fun and become better photographers. 

 

 

Wildlife Focus Group Plans for 2013, Tom Reedy,  wreedy1@nc.rr.com 

 

The wildlife focus group had an enjoyable year in 2012.  We had two 

productive outings.  The first was a photographic “Wild Horses” workshop 

on the Outer Banks with Mark Buckler.  The main objective was to see and 

photograph the wild horses north of Corolla.  The second objective was to 

capture other notable images of the Outer Banks.  We achieved both 

objectives and also improved our photographic skills with instruction from 

Mark.  Dave Powers captured an exceptional image of mother and son horses 

on the move that won a first place in one of our competitions.  The second 

outing was a recent shoot at the North Carolina Raptor Center.  It was very enjoyable and 

we all captured some very good images of the birds that were presented to us in a lovely 

open space.  Although all the birds were captive, we did not have to shoot through cages 

or wire mesh to photograph them and we were able to get some very realistic images.  

We learned that birds present challenging opportunities even when they are captive. 

  

In addition to our two outings we also conducted two workshops.  The first was “Bears 

and Birds” of Alaska and was presented by June White, John German, and Tom Reedy.  

The second was a working session to review and discuss the photographs we took at our 

Wild Horses workshop.  Both these workshops were well attended and we learned how to 

improve our photography as a result. 

 

We are eagerly looking forward to a successful year in 2013.  I am still searching for photographic workshops in the field 

that we all will enjoy.  I welcome any suggestions if you know of wildlife workshops that would be well received by our 

members.  We have identified two internal workshops that we hope to conduct.  Gary Magee and Jim Smith recently went 

to South Africa and returned with marvelous photographs.  They have an exhibition scheduled at the Eye Candy Gallery 

in February.  Do not miss it if you enjoy wildlife.  Gary and Jim will present a slide show on Africa to us later in the year 

that will show us wonderful photographs and also share with us how to book a successful tour of the game reserves in 

South Africa.  We might want to do something similar for our wildlife focus group.  I am excited by this possibility.  We 

will also conduct an internal workshop to review and discuss our photos from the Raptor Center to learn what we can do 

better in our next visit. 

If you are not in our wildlife focus group and would like to be, please send me an email and I will add you to our 

distribution list.  Also, I welcome assistance.  If you would like to participate in the planning and execution of our wildlife 

activities, please let me know.  Two heads are always better than one. 

 

Thank you all for your excellent participation in 2012. 
 

Let’s have some fun and become better photographers. 

mailto:wreedy1@nc.rr.com
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JOHN GERMAN, President: 
The bylaws specify the duties of the President as presiding at meetings of 

the Club and its Board of Directors, establishing committees and appointing 

chairpersons, and participating as an ex officio member of all committees 

except the nominating committee.    

Brenda Hiscott, Vice President: 
The Vice President’s official responsibilities include determining the 

program for monthly meetings and assuming the President’s duties when the 

President is absent.  Unofficial responsibilities include so much more:  

assuring that a speaker’s audio visual needs are met, taking speakers out to 

dinner prior to a program and even booking venue and menu for the 

Christmas dinner, making table assignments and decorating the tables. 
 

Marilyn Owen Secretary: 
The duties of the Secretary are to record the minutes of the Board of 

Directors and of those general meetings where the membership takes action 

and to process all email votes received for proposed changes to the by-laws. 
 

Dave Power, Treasurer: 
According to the bylaws, the Treasurer serves as custodian of the Club’s 

funds, pays the club’s bills, has sole authority to sign checks for less than 

$500 and joint authority with the President or Vice President for checks in 

excess of $500, and accounts to the Board of Directors at board meetings and 

annually to the membership.   
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Fellow Sandhills Photo Club members, 
 

Membership dues for 2013 are now being accepted by our Treasurer Dave Powers.  
Payment is due prior to January 15

th
.  Payment by January 15

th
 will ensure that the 

member is eligible to participate in all club activities, including the February 
competition. 
 

2013 MEMBERSHIP COUPON FOR DUES:  
  

Couple:  $60.00   Renew  _____ New  _____ 

Single:   $45.00   Renew  _____ New  _____ 

Student: $20.00   Renew  _____ New  _____ 
 

Name 1:         ___________________________  
 
Name 2:        ____________________________  
 
Address:        ___________________________  
                      
                      ___________________________  
 

E-Mail:           ___________________________  
 

Telephone: Home: _______________ Cell: ________________ 
 

Please make your checks payable to Sandhills Photography Club and 
mark them Membership Dues 2013.  
 

Mail to:  
Sandhills Photography Club  
Treasurer  
P.O. Box 763  
Southern Pines, NC 28388  
 

Forms and dues will be accepted at the October, November, December 
and January 2013 club meetings. 
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FOR SALE Copy of Nik Software Color 
Efex Pro 4 Complete Edition. 
 
This has never been used. The retail price 
is $199.95 and I am selling it for $75. 
 
Call Brenda Hiscott 
295-9544 or email at  
Hiscott@nc.rr.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have a Phoenix 650-1300 f/8-16 Telephoto Lens 

for a Canon EOS (autofocus) T mount. I Paid $300 for it. I have since 

sold all my Canon equipment (way too heavy) and changed to a 

FujiFilm point and shoot (much lighter). 

 

Asking $150 for the lens 

 

Walter Morris 

Email: wmorris14@sc.rr.com  
 

I have two printers free to anyone who 
wants them. 
  
The first printer is an Epson R800 
Stylus Photo color printer.  I have not 
used it in two years and some of the 
cartridges have dried out.  It prints up 
to 8.5 x 11 borderless photos with 
excellent quality.  I believe it can be 
nursed back to health. 
  
The second printer is a Canon MP 560 
printer/copier/scanner.  The black 
cartridge no longer prints and I cannot 
figure out why.  If anyone wants to 
work on this printer, it is yours. 
  
You can call me at (910) 295-2674 or 
email me at wreedy1@nc.rr.com.     
Tom Reedy  
 

Club Patches still available!   

$8.00 each  
 
 

See Kathy Green  

at the next club meeting  

or Ph-910-585-0190 

 

 

Please contact Alison Earl with any questions, 

concerns, ideas, submissions (including images), 

etc. @ alisonspcnewsletter@gmail.com  
            

mailto:wreedy1@nc.rr.com
mailto:alisonspcnewsletter@gmail.com

