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PRESIDENT – CAL RICE 

If you have any interest in printing your photographs, cutting mats and/or 
framing be sure to attend the FREE workshop on August 9. 
 
We just returned from several days at Beach Mountain. An absolutely 
wonderful place to be in July. There were enough dry days for some pickleball 
and enough rainy days to enjoy hanging out in the house. My plan for the final 
morning was to photograph the sunrise, with the clouds in the valley, from our 
deck. Of course, you know what happened, the clouds were so thick that I could 
not see the sun, in fact they were so thick I could not see the mountains. You 
know the rule of photographing in nature, take a shot now and then take 
another one when conditions improve. 
 

Don't forget to be thinking about your December competition entry. Let's set a record for the 

number of entries.   ~Cal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cal Rice 

Next Meeting:    7pm Ball Center & Zoom 
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WORKSHOPS – NEVA SCHEVE 

Framing/Print Workshop 

Date:  Saturday, August 9 

Time:  9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Where:  Whispering Pines Community Building 
 1320 Rays Bridge Road 
 Whispering Pines, NC 
 
Cost: FREE 
 
Are you planning to enter your photo artwork in our club upcoming club 
exhibition at the Campbell House this fall? Would you like to learn the best way to 
present your work for sale?  Or would you just like to know how to print and 
frame your photos so you can get those great works of art out of your computer 
and onto your wall! 
Come beat the heat and join us for a morning dedicated to printing, framing, and 
matting. 
 
This workshop will be led by Neva Scheve, Jacques Wood, and Cal Rice.    
Jacques will be talking about printers/ printing, including, but not limited to, 
paper, monitor calibration, and print software programs.  Cal will demonstrate 
mat cutting.  Neva will demonstrate how to frame a print and discuss different 
styles of wood and metal frames, and how to choose a mat and glazing.   
 
Also, we’ll discuss the best places to have prints made if you don’t do it 
yourself.  Canvas and metal prints will also be covered.   
 
As usual, we plan to have lunch after the workshop.   
 
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND - nlscheve@gmail.com 
Please sign up as soon as possible so we can plan for refreshments.   I will also be 
sending out a little poll to interested members before the workshop.    
 
Neva –       reply to nlscheve@gmail.com  
  

mailto:nlscheve@gmail.com
mailto:nlscheve@gmail.com
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OUTINGS –SUSAN BAILEY (SUMMER)  
 

We had 16 members photographing at the Weymouth Center on July 12th 
followed by lunch at the Bell Tree Tavern in Southern Pines.  The lily pond 
is looking great and the flowers were blooming despite the heat and 
some torrential downpours the week before our visit. 
 
As a bonus, the Artist in Residence was teaching a class on Chinese 
Brush Painting.  

 
SPC Scavenger Hunt 
Saturday, August 16, 2025  
Time: 8:30am - 10am 
Meet: Southern Pines Post Office 
Corner of Broad St and New York Avenue, Southern Pines 
 

Breakfast/Brunch: Betsy’s Crepes – 10am 
127 SW Broad Street, Southern Pines 
 
We will meet early due to the heat and fewer people on the streets.  Then 
we will enjoy a great meal at Betsy's Crepes. We may need several tables 
but it's such a great breakfast/brunch place! 
You will be given a list with items for the hunt and may work together but 
your choice.  As usual, send me some of your favorites for the newsletter 
and post to Facebook if you want and to the gallery by the link I will 
provide. 
It would be helpful to know if you are coming so I have the right amount 
of handouts and to tell Betsy's Crepes. 
RSVP to outings@sandhillsphotoclub.org 
Hope you can make it! 
 

Susan 
 
 
 
  

Mark your calendars for the following Outing: 
• September 27 

Malcolm Blues Festival in Aberdeen 

Susan Bailey 

Don’t Forget: 

Brunch Bunch:  Aug. 7 & 21 

mailto:outings@sandhillsphotoclub.org
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COMPETITIONS – MIKE SASSANO  

 

JUDGE:  DEBBIE BROOK, AUGUST COMPETITION: 

Debbie’s love of photography began in high school with 

a traditional film photography class. After stepping 

away to focus on career and family, she returned to 

photography with renewed purpose as she looked 

ahead to retirement. 

She rekindled her skills and deepened her knowledge through formal 

instruction at The Photo Classroom, later completing an internship with its 

partner company, The Professional Photography Group (PPG). Today, 

Debbie teaches classes for The Photo Classroom and is an active team member with PPG.  For 

corporate work with PPG, Debbie photographs headshots, events, architecture, and concerts. 

Debbie shoots with the Canon R5 Mark II and Canon R5, pairing them most often with her two 

favorite lenses: the Canon RF 100-500mm f/4.5-7.1L and the EF 300mm f/2.8L prime. These lenses 

are perfect companions for her greatest photographic passion—wildlife, especially raptors, shore 

birds, and elk when she can get up to Cherokee, NC. She also enjoys sports photography with her 

favorites being basketball and baseball. 

She is honored to serve as a judge for the club’s monthly contest.  She looks forward to seeing 

creativity this group brings to the challenge and sharing with fellow enthusiasts. 

 

 

2025 Remaining Upcoming Competitions: Topics, Dates, & Definitions 
 

 (OCT) The Color Red – The image must contain a dominant overall color of red or the subject of the 
image must be red. (3-year limit)   

Judge: Mary Presson Roberts, Fort Mill, SC, website:  https://www.themaryphotographer.com 
 

Entries Open  Entries Close  Results Event 

9/13/2025  9/20/2025  10/13/2025 
 

 (DEC) Open – any subject is acceptable.  Color or black & white may be submitted. (3-year limit) 
Member judged. 

Entries Open  Entries Close  Results Event 

11/08/2025  11/15/2025  12/08/2025 

 

  

MikeSassano 

https://www.themaryphotographer.com/
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Membership –Mary Bonsall 
 
Recently, many of you have shared the perfect timing to visit Dix Park to view the 
sunflower field.  I’ve loved each shot and all the perspectives that each of you 
shared showing the albeit short life cycle of these joyful flowers.  I recently read 
about Vincent Van Gogh’s view of them symbolizing gratitude - as the flower turns 
its face to the sun. 
 
I felt a similar feeling recently just enjoying a simple day in the SPC on a recent 
outing with many of you to Weymouth Woods.  It was a hot and humid day but we 
managed to enjoy nature and each other’s company despite the extreme conditions.  We discovered a 
group learning Chinese brush painting in the field and everyone was open to altering our plans when we 
couldn’t enjoy the house.  While recovering together over lunch at the Bell Tree Tavern, I really enjoyed 
conversations with various members - both new and veterans.  Thanks Susan for the planning this event 
and herding us cats. 
 
I haven’t been able to attend all the offerings of the club of late but if you’re local I hope you are.  The 
monthly outings by Cindy and now Susan are always to interesting locations, with great photo ops,  and 
members always happy to catch up and share photo shooting information.  It’s  interesting how we each 
find different subjects, angles and processing tools to create different images.     
 
The upcoming workshop by Neva, Cal and Jacques is another great testament to our members 
volunteering to help others ‘up their game’.  This timely session will help us prepare our favorite photos 
for the exhibition this fall as we gain info on printing, mat cutting and styling our finished products. 
 
I’ll take a minute to thank all our members and volunteers that help SPC run smoothly for our 
members.  So many committee members provide time and energy in their area of interest and feel 
rewarded just by providing service to help others.  I’ve also recently discovered other members offering 
time and energy to help with a specific task.   All these people are unsung heroes.   
 
They say the more you volunteer, the more benefit you receive physically and mentally. Volunteering 
with the SPC doesn’t have to be a long term commitment or take hours out of your day.  You can find 
your niche and be a part of the team behind the scenes.  If you’d like more information, just ask.   It’s a 
great time to chat with volunteers and see how or where you can help. 
 
MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Resilience.  If you look it up in the dictionary, Deb’s photo should be there.  (More on that later).   

 
You probably all know Deb Castle as our field trip organiser and if you’re  fortunate 
enough you’ve joined her on trips with whirlwind itineraries to Charleston and New  Bern 
of late.  Deb’s love of travel is apparent and leading field trips was nurtured by Gary 
McGee for a year as she learned from and followed in his shoes, leading these club 
adventures.   
 

Mary Bonsall 

Deb Castle 
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Born in Ohio, she always had an interest in photography, nurtured by her artistic parents and 
grandparents..  Family talents include her mom’s woodworking, wood dye cutting and grandma as a 
pianist/singer!  As a kid, her family traveled and she recalls a well-documented trip to the Smokies which 
her parents documented in 8mm, and she did also with her Polaroid.  Deb married her high school 
sweetheart and moved to Colorado Springs for his Army tour.  They both had a love of travel early and 
were soon to begin many adventures touring the country and world.  Her favorites included Greece, 
Portugal, Spain, Australia and New Zealand several of which were on a motorcycle together!   
 
When Deb’s career evolved into real estate, she added home photos to her genres, but her favorites now 
are cool, odd shots of life.  She was ‘tickled’ to be recognized in our last competition for her beautiful 
magnolia photo.   
 
Deb’s favorite part of our club are the field trips and opportunities to meet and get to know people 
better.  She loves the variety of personalities that blend nicely and enjoys spending time with and getting 
to know more people.   
 
Many of you know that Deb and Dave were in a devastating accident in Ireland in 2024.  Both were 
severely injured and took many months of intensive and critical care in Ireland to get back to US and to 
rehabilitation.  Her husband, a PA, was her health advocate and has been a devoted and tireless partner 
dedicated to her recovery and regaining their adventurous life together.  Their daughter also returned to 
help in Deb’s recovery and has since moved closer to home also.  Great news is that they plan a getaway 
together in the near future, albeit shorter and not on the back of a motorcycle!  Clearly, her journey back 
has been uphill and thank God she’s with us today.   
 
To me, Deb exemplifies resilience in all she has and continues to overcome and still shares her humble 
and stellar outlook on life.  Deb, we are so grateful that you continue to help SPC members see beauty 
also. 
 

 
Our next highlight is from a member seem on Zoom often from over 8000 miles 
away.  Born in Johannesburg, South Africa, but raised in Zimbabwe, Darryll Benecke 
fortuitously found our photo club on a family visit to the area several years back.  He 
even was able to join the holiday dinner once where he received  the stoeffel 
Award.  He brings a wealth of photographic experience shooting wildlife, sporting 
events and models along the way.   
 

Darryll’s family moved to Southern Rhodesia, which became Zimbabwe, when he was 4. He grew up 
being ‘sports mad’ and ultimately represented his country on their national squash and golf teams.  He 
also loved hunting and fishing in the great outdoors.  His love of sports is shared with he wife Susan, who 
was also a national squash player.  While enjoying fishing together on Lake  Kariba in Zambia and 
Zimbabwe, they saw spectacular wildlife including a fish eagle (Iike our bald eagle but more colorful) 
rising from the lake to capture a fish in front of them. Apparently, the flooded lake housed many dead 
trees where wildlife resided and was home to a wide array of bird species.  Darryll began capturing these 
wildlife shots and soon was shooting golf championships, surfing championships, mountain bike 
events,  polo cross matches and model shoots to expand his skills and experience.  Along the road, Daryll 
trained as an accountant and grew his own firm in Zimbabwe which he eventually sold when he and his 

Darryll Benecke 
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wife retired to South Africa.  He tells me his province has the most beautiful beaches and is nearby 
Kruger and many other National Parks perfect for exploring and wildlife shoots. 
 
By 17 years of age, Darryll learned to walk in the bush among the big game animals and to respect their 
strength and beauty.  If left alone, they were curious but unlikely to cause harm.  When I asked when he 
moved from hunting to photographing them, he relayed a frightening experience.  While on a trip, they 
came across an injured African buffalo, one of the fiercest animals, who had been savagely attacked by a 
pride of lions and was lying aside a muddy riverbed.  Upon approaching the beast,. it reared up and 
attacked him resulting in a broken arm and shoulder and a horn piercing of his liver and lung.  He was 
taken to the hospital where he  died and was resuscitated twice before beginning a lengthy 
rehabilitation.  Clearly, he is another candidate for the resilience award.  
 
Darryll joined a photo cub In South Africa and developed further skills and rose to the highest level - a 5 
star photographer.  There are 800 photo clubs in the country and they all abide by the same standards 
from the  Photographic Society of South Africa.  He is also working towards honors, which is an extra 
prestigious recognition judged and granted by a PSSA panel.   Darryll’s wife recently took up photography 
and is a fast rising star as well.  I'm sure it helps having Darryll, who also teaches Lightroom, as a mentor. 
 
When asked what he likes most about SPC, he said he enjoys the comraderie even from afar.  He has 
since moved to a smaller, active club like ours which he and his wife enjoy very much.  While Darryll has 
children here, the cost to fly to the US these days is prohibitive so he continues to take local park trips 
where they sleep among the wild game without fencing.  He promised when he retires (again) to share 
his photos in a website that we can all enjoy and live vicariously through.  He recommended viewing 
‘Wild Earth’ on YouTube to get a feel for these adventures.  He sends his regards to Neva, Alison, John 
and other members he has met and to all members he offered travel advice to SA if you're interested. 
Honestly, I could listen to his wildlife stories all day. 
 
Stay safe and cool everyone as we wrap up a hot summer, 

 
 

 
Mary 



SANDHILLS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB Page 8 of 14 AUGUST  2025 

WEBSITE – JOHN GERMAN  

 

SANDHILLS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB’S WEBSITE 
WWW.SANDHILLSPHOTOCLUB.ORG 

 

 

 

Website  Notes for August 2025:  
 

This month’s featured member’s website is by John German.  Click his name 

to view his gallery or the link to his gallery is on our website homepage.  

  

Club Directory 

You may view the club directory at: Club Directory . If you would like to have 

your photo added to the directory, or change the one in the gallery, just send a 

favorite to me at John German . I will add it to the gallery. If you need the 

password, please email me and I will provide it. It is included in Alison’s 

Upcoming Events announcement sent along with the club newsletter. The Club 

Directory and the Member’s Only page passwords are the same. 

 

Member Galleries 

Members who would like a personal gallery should let me know at 

website@sandhillsphotoclub.org , and I will send an upload link for their use.  

 

See the website “Member Galleries” page for instructions on sizing, etc. This 

link will continue to work but if you wish to change images, I must 

delete the old ones. You can upload at will. If you have lost your link, 

just let me know and I will resend it to you. 
 

Member Websites 

If you have a personal website, please let me know and I can provide a link 

on the “Member’s Galleries” page for you. Please view the member’s websites 

& galleries on this tab on the club website.  
 

PS: Please email any errors that you may notice on the website. I will correct 

them as soon as possible. website@sandhillsphotoclub.org   

 

http://www.sandhillsphotoclub.org/
https://sandhillsphotoclub.smugmug.com/Member-Galleries/John-German/Slideshow-for-Website/n-28xxL
https://sandhillsphotoclub.smugmug.com/Site-and-Logo-Images/Club-Members-Portrait-Collage/
mailto:website@sandhillsphotoclub.org
mailto:website@sandhillsphotoclub.org
mailto:website@sandhillsphotoclub.org
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EXHIBITS – SHARI DUTTON 

This year’s exhibit, titled “Competition Photography” will showcase our club 

and our talented members. The exhibit will be at the Campbell House in 

conjunction with the Art’s Council of Moore County.  We are still working on 

the final details, but here are some important details about the exhibit.  

Over the past three years, we have had the competition categories listed 

below. Any photograph that falls into one of these categories can be entered 

(notice one of the categories is “open,” so any photograph would qualify!) 

You didn’t need to win an award in the competition, and you didn’t even 

have to enter that competition. However, if you did enter and placed in the competition, it would 

be a great photo to consider. If you entered one of these competitions and didn’t win an award, 

this is your chance to take the judges’ constructive criticism to make the photo even better! 

Reflections Old Barns/Buildings M is for ……. 

Shapes and Patterns   Worm’s Eye View Go with the Flow 

Closeup Solitude Leading Lines 

Abstract Rows of Things Animals on the Move 

Something Involving Water Sports Black & White 

Faces Arches Open 

This year we are excited to announce that we will have the exhibit judged and will be 

PRESENTING CASH AWARDS! We will also have a “people’s choice” award where the exhibit 

guests can vote for their favorite. This award will be presented at the Holiday Dinner in 2026. 
 

Here are some important dates: 

• September 5th: Photos must be provided to the Art’s Council for consideration to be on the 

post card mailing that goes out to their membership. 

• October 14: I will need the title of your artwork, the category of the competition, and the 

retail price of your photograph.  

• November 3: Artwork to be delivered to the Art’s Council. 

• November 7th: Opening Reception from 6-8 P.M. Awards will be presented at the opening 

reception! 

• December 20th: Exhibit ends, and artwork will need to be picked up On Dec. 20th or Dec 

22nd. 

I know there are a lot of questions…be on the lookout for a detailed information sheet via email 

in the near future. 

  

Shari Dutton 
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We had 16 members photographing at the Weymouth Center on July 12th followed by lunch at 

the Bell Tree Tavern in Southern Pines.  The lily pond is looking great and the flowers were 

blooming despite the heat and some torrential downpours the week before our visit. 

As a bonus, the Artist in Residence was teaching a class on Chinese Brush Painting.  

& 
 

out 
 

Photographers: 
 

about 

 

 

 
 

Location: 

Weymouth Center 

July 12th  

Susan Bailey Dee Williams 
Diane McKay John German 
Mary Bonsall Jameson Everett 
Joshua Simpson    Steve Sorsch 
Daniel Schubert    Neva Scheve 
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2025 SANDHILLS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB BOARD AND CHAIRS 

TITLE NAME EMAILS 

President Cal Rice president@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Vice President Jacques Wood vicepresident@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Secretary Lynn Goldhammer secretary@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Treasurer Frank Lipski treasurer@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Communications Alison Earl communications@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Competitions Mike Sassano competitions@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Exhibitions Shari Dutton 

 

exhibitions@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Field Trips Deb Castle fieldtrips@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Hospitality Sally Mason hospitality@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Membership Mary Bonsall membership@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

PSA Rep Dave Powers psarep@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Ombudsperson Neva Scheve ombudsperson@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Outings Cindy Murphy outings@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Past President Jacques Wood pastpresident@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Programs Jacques Wood vicepresident@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Publicity David Kiner publicity@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Tech & Zoom Josh Simpson tech@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Web Administrator John German website@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Workshops Susan Bailey workshops@sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Website:  www.sandhillsphotoclub.org 

Newsletter: communications@sandhillsphotoclub.org 
 

mailto:president@sandhillsphotoclub.org
mailto:vicepresident@sandhillsphotoclub.org
mailto:secretary@sandhillsphotoclub.org
mailto:treasurer@sandhillsphotoclub.org
mailto:communications@sandhillsphotoclub.org
mailto:competitions@sandhillsphotoclub.org
mailto:exhibitions@sandhillsphotoclub.org
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