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Cats, Dogs and Horses Too! 
(Pet Photography for Pleasure) 

Jacques Wood with Neva Scheve and Cathy Maready 
 
I. Overview 

A. Scope of Presentation 
B. Parameters of Presenters 
C.  30,000 Ft. View:  Have fun, Be patient, Stay safe for you and pet 

 
II. The Right Gear 

A. The Best Camera “is the one that’s with you” but it should be able to shoot in 
burst mode and have (or allow for) longer focal length lens. 

B. Lens:  
1. Musts – longer focal length lens (85mm FFE to 70-200mm FFE) 
2. Nice to Have – wide max apertures (f1.4 to f2.8) 
3. Wide option – 24-70 mm for close-ups or full body shots 
4. Zooms are nice but Pros are for Prime 

 
III. Composition Plus 

A. All the Usual Suspects including “Light!” 
B. Points to Stress: 

1. Give them room 
2. Get on the really “low down” (except for horses) 

C. Pets and People 
1. Focal Plane Matters 
2. Connection, real and implied 

D. Let there be “Light” 
1. All Photos (but 1) are shot in available light 
2. Outside: morning or evening light 
3. Inside: Window light if possible 

 
IV.  Dog Shots 

A. Dog Behavior:  “alert and relaxed” 
1. The body tells all 
2. Shoot in comfortable and controllable locations 
3. Have a “trick bag” 

B. Dog Portrait Camera Settings: 
1. Camera Mode – Aperture Priority or Manual Mode with ISO Auto 
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2. Aperture – very wide (F 1.4 to F 2.8 but F4 or F 5.6) 
3. Shutter Speed – 1/160 to 1/1000 
4. ISO –  outside no worry; inside up to ISO 16000! 
5. Drive Mode – single shot or small silent burst  
6. Focus Points – single or small or all with canine subject detection 
7. Focus Mode – Continuous AF(C-AF) 
8. Metering Mode – Center or Spot 
9. White Balance – Auto, Preset or Custom WB 

C. Dog and People Portrait Settings: 
1. Aperture – Wide (F 4 to F 5.6 to F8) 
2. Shutter Speed – 1/320 to 1/1000 
3. Drive Mode – Silent “Burst” 
4. Focus Point – Small with canine subject detection 
5. Focus Mode – C - AF Continuous Auto Focus 
6. Capture the connection/emotion between the person and their pet 

 
D. Dog Action Shot Settings1 

Stop or Freeze action: 
1. Camera Mode: Shutter Speed or Manual with Auto ISO 
2. Aperture – wide (F 2.8 to F 5.6) 
3. Shutter Speed – 1/1000 to 1/2000 
4. Drive Mode – “Big Burst” 
5. Focus Point -  small or all with canine subject detection  
6. Focus Mode – C - AF 
 

E. Detail Shots: Tongues and Tails! 
 
V. Cat Shots 
A. Cat Behavior: “mysterious and sassy” 

1. They may “ghost” you 
2. Let them be in their favorite spots and hope some are outdoors 
3. Get their attention: toys and teasers 

B. Cat Portrait Camera Settings:  “Posing cats is an oxymoron” 
1. Same as Dog Setting as starting point 
2. Simple backgrounds 
3. The “eyes” have it! 

C. Cats and People Portraits Settings: 

 
1 Practice Tip: Use Custom Modes  
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1. Same as Dog Setting as starting point 
2. Be flexible and be patient – let them (cat and person) interact in a 

comfortable setting 
 
D. Cat Action Shot Settings: 

1. Similar to Dog Settings but 1/500 to 1/2000 
 

E. Detail Shots:  Eyes, whiskers, paws, tails, etc. 
 

IV.  Horse Shots 
A. Horse Behavior:  Be aware of the  horse’s temperament and stay out of the 

horses’ “kick zone.”  With perked up, forward facing ears.  Although, relaxed 
ears can also be pleasing when reacting to a person reaching out to make contact.  
A horse being ridden can have ears turned backward when listening to the rider; 
this  is ideal.  Turned back flat ears and not good and can be a warning. 

B. Horse  Portraits:  Angles and settings 
1. Straight on or side 45 Degree Profile 
2. Aperture – F 2.8 to F 8 
3. Shutter Speed – 1/250 to 1/500 

C. Horse Conformation Photos: Full side angle body shot showing all four legs and 
feet. 

1. Aperture –  F 5.6 to F8 
 

D. Horse and People Photos: 
1. Aperture – F 5.6 to F 8  
2. Shutter Speed – 1/400 to 1/1000 
3. Drive Mode – “Burst” 
4. Focus Point – Small or all with animal subject detection 
5. Focus Mode – C - AF 

 
E. Horse Action Photos: 

1. Aperture – F 2.8 to 8 
2. Shutter Speed – 1/1000 to 1/2000 
3. Drive Mode “Big Burst” 
4. Focus Point – Small or all with animal subject detection 
5. Focus Mode – C - AF 

F. Detail Shots: Ears and Eyes 
G. Blur action by panning 
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1. Camera Mode: Shutter speed with auto ISO 
2. Shutter Speed: choose a speed between 1/30 and 1/125 depending on 

how fast the pet/animal is running 
3. Disable image stabilization (IS) unless you have Mode 2 or “Active” IS 

mode 
4. Camera movement:  follow pet/animal movement with your camera (i.e. 

“pan”) parallel to the pet’s/animal’s path 
 
VII. Editing Pet Photos in Lightroom Classic 

A. Adjust white balance, one of the benefits of shooting in RAW 
B. Use the Magic Masking Tool to: 

 Background 
 Subject 
 People 
 Brush any of the above 

C. Add Blur as appropriate 
D. Generative Remove the distractions 

VIII. Conclusion 

 

Resources 

 “Pet Photography” SPC Presentation by Lisa Miyamoto January 2023 
 “Pet Photography: The Secrets to Creating Authentic Pet Portraits,” Norah 

Levine (2017) 
 “Dog Photography for Dummies,” Kim Rodgers (2012) 
 Numerous on-line internet articles 

 
 
 

 


