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Meeting Pictures, photos by Al Reeder:

“Image Retouching for Travel
Photographers”
“A Look at the Changing
Technology of Photography”
Sandy Berger

COMPETITIONS
• June:
Fog, Haze, or Rain
• August:
Creative: Side by Side
EXHIBITIONS
• Ongoing:

Local Artists: The Pierce Gallery

•

Ongoing:

Quail Haven Village

•

Fall:

SCC Exhibition

WORKSHOPS
• June 21:

"Creating a Photo Montage",

Gisela Danielson, Jill Margeson, Neva Schreve
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PRESIDENT’S NOTES, Jill Margeson
I need to go hunting for scavenger hunt photos. I
want to upload my spring field trip images to
smugMug. I need search for fog pictures I put
somewhere for the competition. I have some flowers
just right in the backyard for an Out and About Rule of
Thirds shot. Too busy to write something for this
spot! I’m turning off this computer and grabbing my
camera. How about you?

TREASURER’S REPORT – Joanne Lentz
FINANCIAL REPORT as of April 30, 2014

CHECKING ACCOUNT
STARTING BALANCE (MARCH 31, 2014)

$

5,384.61

EXPENSES

$

554.27

RECEIPTS

$

280.04

$

5,110.38

STARTING BALANCE (MARCH 31, 2014)

$

4,882.26

ENDING SAVINGS BALANCE (APRIL 30, 2014)

$

4,882.38

TOTAL FUNDS (APRIL 30, 2014)

$

9,992.76

ENDING CHECKING BALANCE (APRIL 30, 2014)
SAVINGS ACCOUNT

A NOTE FROM AL REEDER:
Here is the updated link to the 2014
MEMBERS book. Please click on the
link below and then click on the SPC
logo and then use your arrow keys.
Enjoy, Al
http://al-r.smugmug.com/SPC-2014-Book/

AL REEDER
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PROGRAMS, Dave Powers:

JULY PROGRAM
July 14,2014

SPEAKER: JOEL COLLINS
TOPIC: “IMAGE RETOUCHING FOR TRAVEL
PHOTOGRAPHERS”
Joel will be discussing special problems that travel photographers encounter when retouching their
photos, including color temperature, perspective correction, and eliminating distractions. For Joel, this
will be his second presentation to our club and he offers outstanding programs, filled with examples and
suggestions to enhance our travel photography.
Please make plans to hear Joel.
Follow-up on the May Meeting with Brian Osborne
I want to thank each club member for their kind words concerning Brian Osborne’s program on Flash
Photography. It is good to hear that you found the program to be helpful and that was the consensus from
all who attended the program and the follow-up workshop in the Gardens at Sandhills Community
College.
I would like to add an excerpt from an email I received from Brian shortly after he arrived back in
Charlotte. Brian loved working with our club and had this to say about his visit: “The members of your
club are really learners and interested in getting better. Their many questions and desire to be
open to learning new ideas and skills was remarkable. It made my role so much easier and
fulfilling.”
Dave Powers

Photo by John German
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS, Judy Nappi:
At the May meeting we welcomed 4 guests to hear Brian Osborne give his interesting and
informative views on flash photography. Is there someone that you have thought of
inviting to be a guest at our meetings? The June meeting would be a great time to invite a
fellow shutterbug, whether they are beginners or more advanced, to enjoy our
competition on Fog, Haze and Rain. Guests can attend up to 3 meetings a year to see if
they would like to join.
Membership as of the May meeting was 110 paid members and 5 honorary members.

Thanks to Al Reeder for last meeting pictures

REFRESHMENT LIST
JUNE
JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

David Funk
847-644-7038
Suzanne Faker
910-246-6215
The Sheppard’s
910-944-1219
Ray Pope
910-245-3548
Carol Smetana
910-944-8125
OPEN
NO MEETING – Christmas Party
Contact: Bill Sheppard
910-944-1219 or beeboy@pinehurst.net

JUNE 2014
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WORKSHOPS, by Linda Piechota, Workshop Chairman
“CREATING A PHOTOMONTAGE”
Date/Time: June 21, 9am - 11:30am
Location:
SCC Horticulture Welcome Center on Airport Road
Instructors: Gisela Danielson, Jill Margeson, Neva Scheve
OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS - SIGN UP AT JUNE MEETING OR SHOW UP
Want to learn how you can use your photographs and create something unique,
surprising and totally you? A photomontage will do all of that. Learn how to
combine two or more photos in Photoshop or Elements. Using Layers, Blending Modes, Selection Tools,
Brush Tools, we plan to demonstrate the steps necessary to combine photos and create a Photomontage.
Some basic knowledge of Photoshop or Elements is helpful, however all SPC members are welcome. A
spirit of discovery is the only prerequisite.
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DAVE VERCHICK'S HDR WORKSHOP PICTURES

Photos thanks to John German

JUNE 2014
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TELL US SOMETHING YOU LIKED ABOUT THE Spring Field Trip To Elizabeth City…
by a Roving Reporter
…The huge, flat fields of yellow…sharing stories with other members at
dinner…seeing local photo club work on display...talking with farmers and town
officials… fluffy beds at the Hampton Inn…friendly people around
town…Merchants Mill Pond and the swamp trees and rangers willing to pose in a
canoe… Paddle to the Border event with so many colorful canoes, being out in
perfect weather…running into familiar
faces in Edenton and the middle of a swamp
trail…the bazaar ladies with their
handmade marbles…parakeets of all colors all over me at Sylvan Heights
Bird park on the way home…capturing that black swan shot…sharing images
after dinner one night…getting a chance to see the Outer Banks areas…the
charm of old historical houses in Edenton…laundry lines waving in the
breeze…getting away from pine trees…the quiet of sunrise…beautiful
weather…trees at Mattamuskeet…80 cent ice cream cone in Hertford at
Woodard’s Pharmacy…lighthouse…not getting lost much…watching the
sailboats.
Thank you, Linda Piechota, for making our trip interesting with a variety of choices, a good hotel, and chances for
us to relax, eat, and get to know each other. Trip pictures will be available for viewing on SmugMug after June 2.
Look for the Spring Field Trip SmugMug link on our website www.sandhillsphotoclub.org.

Linda Piechota

Lana Rebert

Bill Bower

Dave Powers
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2014 COMPETITIONS, Debbie Regula and Grace Hill:
Grace and I are happy to report that of this writing, all entries are
in for our June 9th competition, Fog, Haze and Rain. This time
things went very smoothly and we thank members for entering
your photos correctly and making our job so much easier. Kudos!
Our Judge is Nancy Rawlinson and we are looking forward to
another enjoyable and successful competition. Please make an
effort to attend the meeting even if you have not entered a
photograph for judging. It is an educational opportunity to listen
to the critiques. We would like to invite more members to enter the
competitions. If you are new to the club why not give it try? You have nothing to lose and everything to
gain. Remember, your name is not on your photo in the competition unless you place. So why not enter?
Our next competition will be August 11th.
AUGUST: OPEN: CREATIVE side by side; Take one of your favorite photos and give it a new artistic look.
No restrictions on altering the image. Your original photo and your creative creation will be shown side by
side. Only the CREATIVE entry will be judged. Both photographs MUST HAVE THE SAME TITLE. Deadline
for entries: 6:00 pm July 27th. No time limit, 1 image
Please note!!!! YOUR FINISHED CREATIVE ENTRY MUST BE DRAGGED AND DROPPED INTO SMUGMUG,
BUT YOUR ORIGINAL PHOTO MUST BE EMAILED TO: Competitions@sandhillsphotoclub.org *Please send
us an email listing your entry's title with your name and indicate if you would be willing to share how you
arrived at your final creative image. Remember, BOTH PHOTOS MUST HAVE THE SAME TITLE. File names
are done as shown:
CRE_B_Smith_John_orig Lolly Pops and CRE_B Smith_John_creative Lolly Pops
This should be a fun and interesting topic!
Any questions please contact Grace Hill or Debra Regula
Our competition for October 13th is:
OCTOBER: Naturally Occurring Patterns in Nature: Nature (our natural, physical world
including all natural phenomena and living things) provides us with an astonishing array of lines
and shapes that form fantastic patterns. A pattern is the focus of your image. No hand of man will
be allowed. Deadline for entries: 6:00 pm September 28th.
Digital; Standard / Minimal post processing, following Competition Manual regulations; 3 year time
limit, 2 images

See you at the June 9th competition meeting! Debbie Regula and Grace Hill
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Did you know…
…that long-time member BILL SHEPPARD knows more about bees than
just about anyone in our state?? Before retiring, he was the official bee
inspector for North Carolina. Recently, the NC State Beekeepers Association,
with somewhere around 6500 members, awarded Bill the “President
Emeritus of the Association” in appreciation for his many years of
leadership, service, and support. Bill is most proud of the plaque as it is the
first ever issued. But is there any room on the wall to hang it? He has won
just about all the awards NCSB handed out during his career spent
improving the status of bees. Bill’s eyesight is not so good anymore, but he still enjoys visiting with our
members and making sure we are well fed with refreshments.
Getting the smoker ready for opening the hives –
What’s a little smoke in the car too?

SANDHILLS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
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EYE CANDY GALLERY RECEPTION ON MAY 10, 2014, by Roving Reporter
The walls were covered with photos, paintings, needlework – all shapes and sizes! It was a feast for surefor the eyes and for the appetite as well. Photographers and artists met while the band played on!! We all
enjoyed the party, though some members had to go back during a quieter time to get a closer look at the
display. It is still there for a few days, if you missed the reception. Thanks so much, Frank and Nancy, for
all your efforts to make the evening casual and entertaining. What fun it is to see our photos from the
perspective of painters, sketchers, a potter, and even a quilter!

Reminder: Pick up your work from June 3 through June 7, 11AM-4PM
Congratulations to:
Donna Ford who won for “A Mother’s Love”, with Gwen Dumas, People’s Choice for favorite artist and
photographer pair. Bill Bower was photographer chosen as a favorite for People’s Choice with his “Curb
Appeal” photograph. Nancy Rawlinson’s “Bentonville” was voted favorite painting.
These are some of the photographer and artist works hanging in the Eye Candy gallery. The show will be
open until May 30. Sorry that there is not room to show all the work.
1. Gene Lentz
2. Kathy Locklear
3. Chuck Kersey
4. Gisela Danielson
5. Bill Bower
6. Gary Magee and Betty Hendrix
7. Bill Bower
8. Binky Albright
9. Donna Ford
10. Kathy Green
11. Diane McCall
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Flash Workshop on May 17 with Brian Osborne, by Roving Reporter
“Aren’t we photographers painters of light?” Brian Osborne asked. “Then why not use flash to be in control of the
lighting?” It made sense to us…so twenty-plus members found their off-camera flashes and meet at SCC gardens for
some guided practice using fill light and adjusting flash output.

Cameras were set:

Choose P or A; use ISO 400; Set Auto focus and Auto White Balance; shoot in raw if you
want; TTL (Through the Lens) setting on the flash. A plastic $10 dome is very helpful to diffuse the flash. We used
the + and – compensation buttons on the flash attachment to increase or decrease the brightness of the light.

Tips from Brian during meeting and at the workshop:

Buy a flash that is the brand of camera you own-the flash
needs to “talk” with the camera… Cut some cost by buying used (B & H maybe)... 60th of a second is the slowest auto
setting on flash; 200 to 250th of a second is the highest setting… Using fill flash outdoors can reduce the contrast
range in shadows, add catch light in eyes, correct color cast, add vibrancy, and balance background brightness…
Bouncing the light off the ceiling or an overhanging tree spreads out the light and makes beam wider and
softer…and if you pack a flash, you often don’t need to drag around your tripod!
Thank you, Brian, for patiently answering our questions and explaining so succinctly the use of flash. I’ve had mine
sitting in the closet for 3 years- now it’s in my camera bag!!

SANDHILLS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
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These images
thanks to
Dave Powers
and
John German!
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Have some fun…come out for the club …

SCAVENGER HUNT!!
Instructions:
Dates to hunt: May 13 through June 15, 2014 (Download Deadline);
Workshop on Saturday, July 12, SCC Ball garden visitor center, 9:00-11:00 AM;
See full descriptions on our website: www.sandhillsphotoclub.org. To upload pictures… Go to
Programs, scavenger hunt, photo upload; or use this shortcut:
http://www.smugmug.com/photos/guest/vpnCSG/2014scavengerhunt

BRIEF DIRECTIONS:
•
•
•
•

•

Choose 3 subjects from the following 6 listed below.
Make your photos until June 15.
Choose your best 3 images, one from each of the 3 categories you’ve chosen.
Download 3 images to Smug Mug listed above.
The deadline for downloading is Father’s Day, June 15. Make sure the file name is changed to:
your name, topic category, Title. Example: John Doe_Trains_box car art ; Your name will not
appear on the photo. During discussion, you can volunteer ownership or keep quiet.
Come to the workshop on July 12, 9-12, to share comments and observations of all images entered.

HUNT SUBJECTS/CATEGORIES:
1. “Dave’s Church”- Inside and/or outside Page Memorial United Methodist Church, 115 W.
Main St, in downtown Aberdeen. 10:00 AM to 12:00 noon on Saturday, May 24 to get inside views
. Since several people will be in Aberdeen around lunch time, let’s meet at 12:30 at Kaycie’s
Downtown Diner at 111 Sycamore Street. Sorry if you can’t come that day, just photo outside.
2. “Trains” –Capture something connected to trains: signals, station, train cars, equipment,
tracks, etc.
3. Think MOOD and IMPACT and create a photo that could be considered bright, cheery, showy,
radiant.
4. Photograph something old, nostalgic, or weathered that could be considered “charming” or
“arty”.
5. QUIRKY - This is about using your photographer’s eye: Hunt for the unusual, the quirky –Make
us laugh, ponder, be amused.
6. “CREATIVE” - Play with a photo from one of the above 5 using processing software. Be
prepared to give a brief description at the workshop of how you accomplished your final product.
BIG BONUS: Anyone who can combine all 6 topics in one photo will win a logo patch for shirt, hat, or camera bag.

Questions???
Email Jill Margeson
pennyjill@nc.rr.com or
phone 910-673- 1497

SANDHILLS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

PAGE 15 OF 19

JUNE 2014

EXHIBITION PLANS, Tom Reedy, wreedy1@nc.rr.com:
We have a confirmed a date for our fall exhibition at Sandhills Community College.
It will run from Thursday September 4 (with a reception) until the end of October.
The gallery can accept about 40 to 50 photographs. We will initially limit the number
of photographs to one per photographer and strongly encourage everyone to submit
your best work. For this exhibition the photographs will be mounted, matted, and
framed (a change from previous newsletter). The SCC does not take any commission
on the works that sell. The money goes directly to the photographer. I will provide
more information in a future newsletter.

As of now the exhibitions for 2014 by the club or its members include:
Name
2014
Double Takes
Sandhills CC

Club or Members

Venue

Date

Club
Club

Eye Candy Gallery
SCC Library

May 2014
September, October 2014

SANDHILLS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB’S WEBSITE
WWW.SANDHILLSPHOTOCLUB.ORG

Workshops
The “Education” page has the handout from the speaker, Brian Osborne, on Flash Photography. There is also
a link to his website there. Here you will find links to handouts from previous speakers as well as some
educational videos.

Spring Field Trip
The “Field Trips” page has a slideshow contributed by the members who attended the 2014 Field Trip to
North Eastern NC. Take a look at the contributed photography. It is all very nice.

Member Galleries
Members who would like a gallery should let me know at jojegerman@outlook.com, and I will send an
upload link for their use. See the website “Member Galleries” page for instructions on sizing, etc.
These galleries are intended to be a benefit for the SPC membership similar to the galleries available on the
CNPA website for their members. They are also intended to showcase the SPC membership’s work for people
that browse our website. We have unlimited storage space so please consider participating.

Thank you,
John German
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ROVING REPORTER, submitted by John Ambrosio
The May SPC meeting report:
The main talk – by Brian Osborne - in May's SPC meeting was on using Flash in
photography. Many problems with photography will be solved by simply using
a Flash. Without Flash light, there will always be available light. However, the
many elements of available light cannot be controlled, whereas Flash light can
always be controlled. And Flash will usually overpower the color of fluorescent
light.
Fill Flash is defined as using the flash in well-lit situations where the camera and we
would not think flash is needed. There are four benefits of Fill Flash. You can fill in
shadows which reduces contrast range, add catch light to portraits, correct color
cast and add vibrancy, and balance background brightness.
There are some things you need to know when using Flash First. First is to make sure it is turned on
and setting of flash mode is TTL. Quantity versus the quality of light. What makes softer light is a larger
light source and an indirect light source. Also, Control the quantity of the light by first going for quality.
Then use Flash compensation and Shutter speed.
A few final things to know about Flash is that when purchasing any Flash, it is also good to buy a brand
name camera along with it, but make sure the Flash is the same brand as your camera. Noise won't be
seen in ISO (400) setting. White balance should be (Auto WB). Finally, when dealing with Camera
Exposure Modes and Flash, auto everything with flash and put in program mode for maximum flash
distance.

HINTS, by Bill Sheppard
DAMS, DAMS, DAMS and WATER
In N.C. we are blessed with water and rivers. Most people ride or drive down the
road and never see what is on each side of the road. Let’s take a look at the
dams we can see from the road: on Hwy#1 just above Sanford on Little River
there is a dam, on Hwy#501 going to Durham is a long dam, and on Hwy#731
out of MT.GILEAD is Hydro. There are
rivers all over N.C., with small water falls on
them.
We have Fontana Dam in the
Mountains. There are probably more than a
THOUSAND water dam slides and falls in our
state. Also down at the coast we have tons
of places of interest to spend time enjoy and
take pictures.

YOUR WORLD OF PHOTOGRAPHY IS WIDE OPEN AND UP TO YOU AS WHAT YOU WANT TO TAKE.

Have fun and good shooting!!!!!!!

Bill

SANDHILLS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
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A TRIP OF A LIFETIME, submitted by June
White
If you want a week of adventure, hiking, sleeping
under the stars, white water rapids, good food
and friendship and stunning scenery - a trip on
the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon is
the way to go. I just returned after a week on the
river with my sister and friends. Arizona River
Rafters made the experience one I will never
forget. Wanted to share a few pictures and let
you folks know I will be glad to email or talk
with anyone at all interested in going. June
White

JUNE 2014
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2014 SPC BOARD
TITLE
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Programs
Competition
Exhibitions
New Member Dev.
Hospitality
Publicity
Workshops
Technical Consultant
Newsletter
Historian/Web Links
PSA Rep
Membership
Website
Club Photographer
Field Trip Spring
Field Trip Fall
Wildlife Focus Group
Strategic Planning
O’Neal School Liaison
“Out and About”

NAME
Jill Margeson
Dave Powers
Marilyn Owen
Joanne Lentz
John German
Dave Powers
Debra Regula/Grace
Hill
Tom Reedy
OPEN
Bill Sheppard
Kathy Green
Linda Piechota
Bill Matthews
Alison Earl
Linda Piechota
Jill Margeson
Jerry Kozel
John German
Al Reeder
Linda Piechota
OPEN
Tom Reedy
Scott Duval
Scott Duval
Linda
Piechota/Neva
Sheve

CONTACT “IN FOCUS”
EDITOR Alison Earl with
any questions, concerns,
ideas, submissions
(including images), etc. @
alisonspcnewsletter@gmail.com
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KNOW YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jill Margeson

Dave Powers

JILL MARGESON
PRESIDENT
MARILYN OWEN
SECRETARY

DAVE POWERS
VICE PRESIDENT
JOANNE LENTZ
TREASURER

Marilyn Owen

Joanne Lentz
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CLASSIFIEDS:

Please help me finish cleaning out my closets. If I live to be 100, I will never be able
to use all this stuff! Contact: Linda Piechota, templinda@embarqmail.com or call
215-8852 & leave a message.
1.

Manfrotto Monopod Black 679B (monopod only, no head) in original box received
as a gift. never used (B&H selling for $53.00) I'm asking $40.00

2.

Tamrac ADVENTURE 7 Photo Backpack

Model 5547 Red & Black, medium

size. Purchased new 3 years ago. Never used. Amazon selling for $70+ used. I am
asking

$50.00

and

it

has

never

been

used.

You

can

see

it

here:

http://www.tamrac.com/products/adventure7/
3.

Beseler Photo Backpack. Almost exactly like the larger Tamrac Adventure
above. Bought it for my husband when he first got on a walker, but sadly, he never
used it. Has mesh pockets on both sides, zippered pocket in front and back, zippered
pocket on flap and a zippered compartment at the top to stuff a small jacket or
personal items inside plus a roomy zippered camera compartment with movable
dividers. Well-made like everything Beseler sells. Can't find it online so Beseler
must have stopped making it. I paid $42.95 and would like to get $25.

.

