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PRESIDENTS NOTES
FROM YOUR RELUCTANT PRESIDENT

NEXT MEETING ............................................... October 14
PROGRAMS
• Gary Baird ............................................ November
Bird Photography
COMPETITIONS
• Patterns in Nature .....................................October
• Wings ......................................................... December
EXHIBITIONS
HOLIDAY DINNER..........................................December 9

MARILYN OWEN
After Jim Brown moved to South Carolina, I
volunteered to serve out his term as President, but only
to coordinate things so that the photo club would
continue to function through the end of the year. This is
not the normal and upbeat President’s Notes because the
Sandhills Photo Club really and truly needs volunteers
to help run the organization. Of the current 12 board
members, 8 have served at least 5 consecutive years,
some several more years than that. With a membership
of 80-100 members, we can do better than this in terms
of sharing the work. The best way to get maximum
enjoyment from any club is to volunteer at some level.

When I asked for one (1) volunteer for the nominating
committee from the board, no one would look me in the eye. I am not going to call each of our nearly 100
members to plead, so I am asking for volunteers. We need to have a slate of officers (President, Vice
President/Programs Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer) to announce at the October meeting. If a nominating
committee is formed, then any leads they can provide to the new President for filling the committee chair
positions would be greatly appreciated.
Assuming I will get no volunteers for the nominating committee, then I encourage members to volunteer
directly for a position. The four elected positions are available, plus the committee chairs and members for
Membership, Competitions, Exhibits, and Hospitality. Several of the committee chairs will continue through
next year (thank you!). The less critical committee without a chair is Field Trips. The current people holding the
various positions will be happy to discuss what is involved with you, if you are considering volunteering.
Board positions, whether elected or committee chairpersons, are generally not a lot of work. The board meets
once a month, usually within the week following the general meeting.
If you are willing to step up to the task of helping SPC continue as one of the best photo clubs in the state, please
call or email me – 910-235-0520 and mlowen24@mac.com. I will hope that my phone rings off the hook and my
inbox is filled with volunteers. If not, then the January 2020 meeting may not occur.
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TREASURER’S REPORT – Bonny Henderson, Treasurer
AUGUST 2019

Checking Account
Beginning Balance-07/31/19 ...................................... $3179.25
Deposits ...................................................................... $ 55.07
Checks ........................................................................ $ 377.27
Ending Balance-08/31/19 ........................................... $2857.05
Savings Account ...................................................................................
Beginning Balance-07/31/19 ....................................... $ 888.01
Interest ........................................................................ $
.01
Ending Balance-08/31/19 ........................................... $ 888.02
TOTAL FUNDS
Checking..................................................................... $2857.05
Savings ....................................................................... $ 888.02
CD .............................................................................. $4000.00
Total ........................................................................... $7745.07

MEMBERSHIP NEWS, Judy Nappi:
Our September meeting attracted over 17 guests that heard about us in
numerous ways. Several saw articles in the Pilot and the Sandhills
Sentinel, a few found our website, another saw a poster at SCC.
We had three new members in September, Trish Dooling, David Funk
and Peter LaFortune. Pete, who moved here 6 months ago from Chico,
California, characterizes himself as an intermediate photographer, but a
little rusty. Pete's go to camera is a Nikon D5100, which he uses to
capture his favorite subjects, nature, animals, people, buildings or
whatever strikes his fancy. Pete is looking to improve his technical skills
and get to know the area. Please make Pete welcome at the next meeting.

JUDY NAPPI

Our membership consists of 71 individual membership, 2 honorary memberships, 19 family
memberships and 2 student memberships for a total of 94 members.
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COMPETITION COMMITTEE – LANA REBERT, DENNIS SNIPES & GISELA
DANIELSON
At the time of this writing, the competition committee is receiving great images for Patterns in Nature.
This should be an impressive contest. The judge is Darren McMahel, a local photographer.

With the board’s approval, the competition committees of 2016 & 2019 have made major changes to
the Competition Manual. The changes go into effect on January 1st, 2020. The revised manual is
attached along with this newsletter. Please open, review & save it on your computer for easy access.
The present and past competition committees will hold a Q&A session after the competition on
Monday night, October 14th.
We are excited about the direction we are taking the club. It is a direction into current times. Since the
club started in 1983, the world of photography has changed drastically. However, our club has not
kept up with the digital world. The judges as well as some members are having a hard time
understanding our current requirements in the different classes. We feel these changes are
necessary, and frankly, will help the competition committee immensely.
This is a giant step forward for Sandhills Photography Club. Some members will need post
processing workshops, and the club plans to work on that goal. "One reason people resist change
is because they focus on what they have to give up instead of what they have to gain." We hope you
will be as enthusiastic about this as we are.

Jerry Kozel and Bonny Henderson have decided to be on the competition committee for next
year! However, they could use one more helper. Please let them know if you want to be the one.

Since you have already submitted your entries for the October competition, it is now time to organize
your calendar to capture photos for the December competition, Wings. The links open on Saturday,
November 9th & close at 4:00 on Saturday, November 16th. So, get your images in before cooking
that Thanksgiving dinner. On second thought…that turkey has wings! The description for this
competition can be found on the club’s webpage.
Last but not least, don’t forget to send us your Back to the Front Photos at
Competitions@sandhillsphotoclub.org. If you have questions or suggestions, email us to the same
address.
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Jerry Kozel – Membership Committee Chairman membership@sandhillsphotoclub.org

Please bring a friend or two…..tell your neighbors and friends that
might be interested in learning more about our club.

Air Show, Frank Dalman

Water Lily, Susan Bailey

Hummingbird, Jim Jameson
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NOVEMBERS PRESENTATION: BIRDS IN NATURE, BY GARY BAIRD
Outdoor Photographer, Gary Baird, has traveled
much of our country, from The Olympic Peninsula in
Washington to The Everglades in Florida capturing
images of wildlife in their natural environment, and
now he is coming to the Sandhills Photo Club to
show members and guests the basics of bird
photography. He will cover the equipment and
techniques he uses to capture his award-winning
images and the best places in the Carolinas and
nationally to look for birds.
As an elementary school teacher and administrator

for 40 years, Gary loves teaching. “I
know from experience, if the learners
are board, I’m in trouble.” He said. “So,
I work hard to make my presentations
entertaining as well as educational.” His
aim is to leave participants with some
fresh insights on bird photography and
feeling like their time was well spent.

Now retired, Gary and is wife/photo assistant Sue,
travel the country enjoying the outdoors and pursing
their passion for photography. “The nice thing about
being a nature photographer is that every time you go
out to shoot, you are almost guaranteed to see
something new or amazing. There are awe-inspiring
events taking place every day in nature. It is up to
each photographer to bring his or her vision and skill
to capture those moments.”
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A NOTE FROM JOHN PATOTA
Many thanks to Star and Telescope contributing editor, Johnny Horne for presenting at our last meeting. Just
think of how many people he has touched because of his love of photography, starting at the age of 10 with a gift
of a telescope. Johnny wanted us to have this list of software and hardware he uses to plan and capture his
images of the heavens.
•

Catching the Light
Astrophotography by Jerry Lodriguss
www.astropix.com

•

The Photographer’s Ephemeris
Software and web app for determining exact sunrise/sunset and moonrise/moonset information for any
place on earth. Useful for setting up shots of local landmarks together with the sun or moon.
https://www.photoephemeris.com/

•

Star Tracker Mounts
Trevor Jones You Tube video on three star tracker mounts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2AoX47nS6Yo

•

Stellarium
Free computer planetarium software
https://stellarium.org/

•

digiCam Control
Free software to remotely control your DSLR camera
http://digicamcontrol.com/

•

Deep Sky Stacker software
Free program for stacking multiple deep sky images from your DSLR
http://deepskystacker.free.fr/english/index.html

•

Star Trails
Free software for automatically stacking images for star trail photos.
https://www.startrails.de/

•

Autostakkert
Software to stack multiple video frames for high resolution lunar and planetary photos
https://www.autostakkert.com/

•

Registax
Software for stacking and sharpening images from video clips for high resolution lunar and planetary
photography.
https://www.astronomie.be/registax/

•

Ioptron Skytracker Pro
https://optcorp.com/products/ioptron-skytracker-pro
Continued on next page →
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Continued from previous page…
•

Ioptron Skyguider Pro
https://optcorp.com/products/ioptron-skyguider-pro-full-package

•

Sky-Watcher Sky Adventurer Multifunction mount
https://optcorp.com/products/skywatcher-star-adventurer-astro-package-s20510

•

Website for obtaining sunrise and sunset, moonrise and moonset data
https://www.sunrisesunset.com/

John Patota Programs Director with Johnny and Ann Horne

Dinner before the meeting:
Bess Fulcher, John Patota, Melody Jenson, Ann &
Johnny Horne, and Joe & Marilyn Owen (seated)
Images thanks to Bess Fulcher, Publicity
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JC RAULSTON ARBORETUM HAS THEIR ANNUAL MOONLIGHT IN THE GARDEN
SUBMITTED BY SUSAN BAILEY

Moonlight in the Garden
A Magical Lighting Exhibition with Our Friends from Southern Lights of Raleigh and the North
Carolina Agricultural Foundation, Inc.
Thursday–Saturday, November 7–9, 2019
Thursday–Saturday, November 14–16, 2019
Limited Tickets Available – Purchase Now
SOLD OUT EARLY LAST YEAR
Moonlight in the Garden returns with more lights this
November. Food trucks, live music, marshmallows and
fire pits—they're all back. Don't miss the only
opportunity to experience the JC Raulston Arboretum after dark. We'll open our gates each evening for
you, your family and friends to explore this nighttime wonder custom designed and installed by John
Garner and his team at Southern Lights of Raleigh.
Limited Tickets Available
Tickets will sell out in advance so get yours early!
Two Timed Entries Available Each Evening
5:30 PM–7:30 PM and 7:30 PM–9:30 PM
This isn't your typical lighting event. Moonlight in the Garden is meticulously designed to showcase
our internationally acclaimed garden and all its splendor. You think our collection is spectacular by
day? Wait until you see it under the cover of darkness artfully lit on a crisp November evening. It's a
magical experience you don't want to miss.
Bring your family and friends to stroll through the garden, listen to a live band, grab a bite to eat from
a food truck, roast a marshmallow or two at the fire
pits, and sip a cup of hot apple cider. All the while
showing your support for the JC Raulston Arboretum.
Moonlight in the Garden helps us raise the funds
necessary to keep our gates open and our admission
free 365 days a year. Come join us.
Be inspired. Be delighted. Be in awe of the beauty of a
nighttime garden.

SANDHILLS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

PAGE 9 OF 18

OCTOBER 2019

The Graves House, submitted by John Patota
I happened on this house in
Moore County a few weeks ago,
and as I do often, I stopped to
have a look around. Honestly, it
was only after I posted images
on Facebook that I learn that the
house is still occupied!
Out of respect for the owner, I
thought it best not to identify the
exact location.
According to information
provided by Susan Pockmire of
the Moore County Historical
Society "The most eccentric
house in the Carthage district is
the George Calvin Graves
House, which was under
construction in 1882 as an
Italianate dwelling. An 1897
remodeling probably resulted in the addition of the monumental portico which
spans the facade and the construction of a small octagonal tower which marks the
join between the main block and a rear ell in the Queen Anne style."
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"Rear additions greatly expanded
the house; some of the additions
have the appearance of being
separate buildings which were
attached to parts of the house in a
somewhat random fashion. Among
the many unusual features of the
Graves House are the classical
heads which are attached to various
elements, such as the front porch
and complex bay windows on the
side elevations."
George Calvin Graves was a prominent and prosperous merchant and livery
stable operator in late 19th and 20th centuries: first licensed druggist in Carthage.
In 1979 the house was featured in a calendar published by the MCHA. It looked
great back then. The info on the calendar said: "Built in 1879 for George Calvin
Graves by W.H. Gluck. Graves was a leading merchant in the area with a general
store, livery stable, two farms, a cotton gin, grist mill and turpentine distillery.
He imported horses and mules from the west and traded in buggies and wagons.
Remodeled in the 1890s the Graves home was one of the finest in Moore County
and is being restored by Vernon and Jerry Watson who acquired the house from
Graves' grandson Henry in 1968. Issue 1979."
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The photo above is from 1979.
See more photos of the Graves House on my website.
Special thanks to fellow photographers Diane McKay and Dale Jennings, and
Susan Pockmire from the Moore County Historical Society for providing the
background information.
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SANDHILLS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB’S WEBSITE
WWW.SANDHILLSPHOTOCLUB.ORG

Website
Neva Scheve and Donna Ford are the contacts for the Hastings Gallery
Exhibition. Neva Scheve and John German gave short presentations at the open
reception on Wednesday September 11, 3:00-5:00 and there was an Artist
Meetup at 5:00. The reception was well attended.
View Images for the Hastings Gallery Exhibition

Notes
This month’s featured member’s gallery on the club website is for Pat
Anderson. Click her name to view the gallery.
You may view the new club directory at: Club Directory . If you would like to
have your photo added to the directory, or change the one in the gallery, just
send a favorite to me at John German . I will add it to the gallery.
Johnny Horne promised a list of his Astrophotography Weblinks --Johnny Horne’s Astrophotography Weblinks

Member Galleries
Members who would like a personal gallery should let me know at
website@sandhillsphotoclub.org , and I will send an upload link for their use.
See the website “Member Galleries” page for instructions on sizing, etc. This
link will continue to work but if you wish to change images, I must
delete the old ones. You can upload at will. If you have lost your link,
just let me know and I will resend it to you.
If you have a personal website, please let me know and I can provide a link
on the “Member’s Galleries” page for you. Please view the member’s websites
& galleries on this tab on the club website.
Thank you,
John German
PS: Please email any errors that you may notice on the website. I will correct
them as soon as possible. website@sandhillsphotoclub.org
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IMAGES FROM THE HASTINGS GALLERY EXHIBITION,
submitted by John German & Bess Fulcher

1
1
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ADOBE LIGHTROOM CLASSIC, FOR BEGINNERS, BY JOHN PATOTA
Finally – Adobe has re-branded their 2 versions of LightRoom into
something that makes sense!
If you read last month’s column, you know that Adobe offers 2 different
programs with bewildering and less than intuitive names. As of last month
they have had a breakthrough. I now see them referred to the versions as
LightRoom Classic (read old), and wait for it – LightRoom Mobile.
LightRoom Classic has been around the longest, has the most features, gets
installed on your computer or laptop and does not require an Internet
connection to access your photos. LightRoom Mobile is an APP that gets
installed on your Smart Phone or tablet and stores everything in the cloud.

JOHN PATOTA

This column focuses on LightRoom Classic, just because I’m old and it was the version that was
around when I first started using photo editing software. If you need info on LightRoom Moblie, maybe
your teenager would be your best source. Kidding aside, LightRoom Mobile is very similar to
LightRoom Classic. If you understand one, you’ll have no problem with the other.
So what is this Creative Cloud?
Since 2013, Adobe has made LightRoom available only thru a subscription model they name Creative
Cloud, sometimes referred as just CC. Gone are the days when you purchased a big box with a CD
that got installed on your desktop. Now, like a lot of things, photographers that want to edit photos in
LightRoom need only to sign up to their monthly or annual subscription model.
The good thing about the new way of doing things is that you get updates, bug fixes and camera
updates very month. Also, you can install Adobe Classic on as many computers as you have, but you
still can only be logged in to one at a time.
And, LightRoom Classic doesn’t care if you own a Mac or a Windows machine.
Now the plans.
Adobe offers 2 plans for $10 a month. I will spare you the mention of $9.99 a month.
The Photography Plan includes LightRoom Classic, LightRoom Mobile, PhotoShop and 20 GB of
cloud storage, or about what you will need to save 4,000 jpgs in the Cloud. Another plan, the
Lightroom Plan (Abobe has a terrible track record for naming things) includes only LightRoom Mobile
and 1 TB of cloud storage. About enough for 200,000 jpgs.
Which one is right for you? “It depends.” When I say that in my Fundamentals of Photography class,
students know there is a detailed answer coming. In this case the really answer is that depends on
what type of device you use to edit photos.

Continued, next page →
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ADOBE LIGHTROOM CLASSIC, CONTINUED:
Finally Catalogs – Or just another example of Adobe trying to confuse us.
The catalog is just a database of everything about your image. The good thing is that we don’t have to
know much about the database, aka catalog, just know that it must be backed up. I have mine to be
backup every time I exit. To do that, go to Edit | Catalog Settings | Back up catalog: Every time
LightRoom exits.
One more thing about the catalog. If you find things are slower than molasses, then optimize your
catalog: File | Optimize Catalog. Easy Peasy
Next month, local storage vs. cloud storage, my best practices for file handling and “importing”. Hint,
you never really import your image to LightRoom.
Keep Shooting,
John Patota

HOSPITALITY, Neva Scheve
POT LUCK change!
Since no one volunteered to bring refreshments for the October, I am switching the Pot Luck to
October instead of November
So, if your last name starts with M-Z please bring a snack. We have napkins cocktail plates and
cups. Please put your snack on a disposable plate, or be prepared to take your non disposable
plate home.
Hank Hu has volunteered to bring water.
Direct any questions to me at nevaks@centurylink.net

Now, I need a volunteer to provide refreshments for November!
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GREETING CARDS, submitted by Susan Bailey
Greeting cards are welcome any time of the
year, so why not use your own photos when
sending to friends and family? People love
receiving something in the mail that is personal.
You can print a favorite image, a portrait or
even a fine art image.
I have a Facebook group called PhotoGraphics
which covers many ideas for cards from simple
to complex. You can purchase a variety of sizes
and finishes for card stock which is already
scored for easy folding from Red River Paper.
There are many online retailers who will print
your cards too. (see below)
You can also print your own photos and glue them
to regular paper or card stock instead of printing on
the special paper. Photographers Edge is a
company that has quality card “frames” with easy
to use double sided tape.
Think about adding text on the front which is easy
to do in Photoshop. I send cards all year long for
holidays but also just “thinking of you” type
messages, get well soon and more. Once you start
creating and sending it could become somewhat
addictive and you may be surprised how many
ideas you get for sending a smile through the mail!

Resources
• Red River Paper – www.redriverpaper.com card stock
• Shutterfly, Vista Print, Target, Walmart, etc will print
your image on their card stock
• Photographers Edge – www.photographersedge.com
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KNOW YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Vice President
Secretary

Marilyn Owen

Treasurer

Bonny Henderson

Past President

Tom Fagan

Programs

John Patota

Competitions

Gisela Danielson
Lana Rebert
Dennis Snipes

Day Trips

Jerry Kozel
John Patota

Exhibitions

Neva Scheve &
Donna Ford

Field Trips

SECRETARY

Hospitality

Neva Scheve

Membership

Jerry Kozel

Newsletter

Alison Earl

O’Neal School
Liaison
PSA Rep

Dave Powers

Publicity

BJ Fulcher

Technical Advisors

Dennis Snipes &
Wendell Dance

Web Administrator

John German

Workshops

MARILYN OWEN
INTERIM PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT
BONNY HENDERSON
TREASURER

